THE    ABDICATION
-the Charter," and there was the White King, being carried
within the shadows of St. George's, where the Cavaliers found
a place for him beside the body of Henry VIII. It was not
reasonable to suppose that these ancestral voices would be
audible to Prince Edward in such an hour.
At ten o'clock a voice announced, over the air, "This is
Windsor Castle. His Royal Highness Prince Edward."
Then came another voice, thick and tired. The Prince
was trying, along the way of sorrow and self-pity, to explain
his intimate tragedy to the world. He said, "I have never
wanted to withhold anything-----"   And this was true.   He
pleaded then, "But you must believe me when I tell you that
I have found it impossible to carry the heavy burden of
responsibility and discharge my duties as King as I would
wish to do without the help and support of the woman I love."
Later came the quickened sentence, "I now quit altogether
public affairs, and I lay down my burden-----"*
From Windsor Castle, Prince Edward travelled to Ports-
mouth, where a destroyer was waiting to carry him across
the water. Midnight had passed when he came to the coast.
Fog had settled on the land and on the Channel, and H.M.S.
Fury moved cautiously towards Boulogne. With the Prince
went an equerry and a detective, but none of his servants.
A train carried him from Boulogne to Vienna.
One incident on the railway station made people wonder
still more over the intricacy of his character. All the way
across Europe, the train had been overrun by reporters and
photographers, but the Prince had evaded them. In the dis-
tress and hurry of arrival at Vienna he paused on the railway
station and said to the British Minister, "I want you to let
the photographers come along. They have had a very tough
journey and they deserve some results/'
On Sunday, December 13, the Archbishop of Canterbury
preached a sermon in the Concert Hall of Broadcasting
House in London. Dr. Lang depended upon moral indig-
nation for his theme, influenced, no doubt, by the long
months during which he had watched King George suffering
The full text of the farewell speech is given in the appendix, pp. 217-218.